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Official Department Newsletter

Vote Passes

On July 13th, the registered voters in the proposed
Red Lodge Roberts Ambulance District took to the
polls and made their wishes known, voting in favor of
the district’s formation. The formation of the district
will secure funding that will enable RLFR to continue
to provide paramedic-level emergency medical care.

RLFR would like to thank everyone for their support,
and thank everyone who worked hard on this project
to see it to fruition.

Slow Fire Season

The wetter-than-usual spring and summer has re-
sulted in a lower number of fires in the Red Lodge
area than anticipated. Early spring predictions from
the State of Montana predicated a very active fire
season based on this winter’s precipitation, but con-
tinued rainfall through the summer has kept major
fires at bay in our area.

The department members working in the Cross-
Boundary program this summer have spent their
time catching up on home assessments that assess
the fire danger to homes in wildland / urban inter-
face areas, keeping up on training and equipment
maintenance as well as responding to mutual aid
requests for wildland fires near Columbus and Laurel.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Cross
Boundary program. Another successful summer!

EMS Has a Busy July

The EMS division set an all-time record for the num-
ber of responses in the month of July with 74 calls for
service.
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Recruiting

Our annual recruiting period will be upon us soon. It is
important to bring new members into the department
each year to replace those who retire or resign. The
task of recruiting is one that each and every member
of the department needs to assist with. The recruit
academies for both fire and EMS divisions begin in
January, and the application process takes some time
to go through applications and schedule interviews, so
if you know anyone who has expressed interest, or
someone who you think would be a good addition to
our team, talk to them. Applications are available on
our website in the recruiting section, and more hard-
copies will be printed out so they will be available in
the station soon.

EMT Class Being Planned

We are preparing to finalize plans for a EMT-basic class
to begin this January. The class will be free to depart-
ment members who wish to take it. Cost for non-
department members has not been set in stone yet.
Applications for the class and information will be
posted as soon as it is finalized. This winter’s class is
slated to run two evenings a week. Talk to Aaron or
Kyle if interested.

Paramedic School

RLFR EMT-basic Ethan McDowell has recently started
the two-year paramedic program at MSU-Billings. To
become a paramedic, students undergo about 1200
hours of training. Two-year programs, such as MSU-
Billings, include even more hours of instruction since it
is a degree program. Good luck Ethan!

The Bullpen and Beartooth Rally

This year added a new challenge to an already-
busy weekend. The Bullpen Concert event was
taking place the same weekend as the annual
Beartooth Rally. In preparation, RLFR staffed
four ambulances 24 hrs a day during the events
and brought in some help from area depart-
ments, just to be on the safe side. The Bullpen
turned out to be fairly calm, with only a handful
of calls to that location. During the motorcycle
rally, medical personnel patrolled the down-

town area in the Polaris Ranger to provide rapid
response. Multiple patients were treated /
transported during the event, and other than
one fatal motorcycle accident just N. of Red
Lodge, most of the calls were for minor injuries
or illnesses. Thank you to Rich Hayner from
Columbus FD, Sarah Walilla from Joliet EMS,
and all our members who worked extra shifts to
help provide coverage during the events.




PAGE 2

“You may not
have saved a
lot of money in
your life, but if
you've saved a
life or helped
others in their
time of need,
you are arich
person”.

Annonymous

“It’s easy to
make a buck,
it’s a lot
tougher to
make a differ-
ence”.

Tom Brokaw

Personnel Update

Birth: Firefighter / EMT’s Donny and Tammy Rice
welcomed a new addition to their family. Arabella
Maire Rice was born on July 24th at 1449 hrs at St.
Vincent’s. Everyone is healthy and doing well. Con-
gratulations!

Birth: Firefighter Eric Kern and his wife, local physi-
cian Deirdre McNamer, recently welcomed a new
addition to their family. Further details not available
at press time. Congratulations!

Marriage: Lieutenant Chuck Sallade and Firefighter
Kristin Merrifield were married August 15th. Con-
gratulations!

Resignation: Firefighter Lee Eichelberger submitted
his resignation recently. Lee and his wife and expect-
ing their first child. Best wishes and congratulations.

Resignation: Firefighter Steve Haman has submitted
his resignation due to health reasons. We thank him
for his years of service and wish him well in his recov-
ery.

Resignation: Kathryn Kain has resigned from the
EMS division. We thank her for her service and wish
her luck in her endeavors.

Resignation: Melissa Rickbeil has resigned from the
EMS division. We thank her for her service and wish
her luck in her endeavors.

Resignation: Nick Comstock is moving to Canada at

2010 Response Totals
(As of September 1)

Total EMS responses: 306
Interfacility transports: 99
911 emergency calls & other: 207
Total fire responses: 77
Structure Fires: 5
Vehicle Fires: 2
Wildland or Brush / Grass Fires: 12
Other Fires: 1
EMS Assist: 2
Rescue / MVC: 26
Explosion / Rupture: 0
Hazardous Situation: 14
Service or Other: 0
Good Intent Calls : 14
False Alarm / False Call: 1
Contract Fires: 0

A new piece of equip-
ment has been added to
the EMS inventory to
assist with moving larger
patients. Called Titan, it
is located in M71.

the end of October and will be resigning from the EMS
division. Thank you for your service and good luck in
Canada.

Resignation:  Recruit Firefighter Zach Larson has re-
signed from the department. Thank you for your service.

EMS Update

A few items to ensure EMS division members are aware of:

The older “probe” thermometers are being pulled from
service. The new tympanic thermometers can be found
in the action area in the bin on the right.

New penlights can be found in A71 and A73 to replace
the white ones that often flicker and provide unreliable
light. There are new Streamlight metal penlights in the
action area in one of the bins. It looks like a black pen.

We have begun weeding out the older stethoscopes and
discarding the ones that are broken beyond repair.
Some new ones are being rotated in. They are a higher
quality and will hopefully help in auscultation of blood
pressures. Since they cost a little more than the old
ones, please take care of them and make them last. The
scopes that were in medical supply have all received new
diaphragms and ear buds.

The Combi-Tubes have officially been replaced with the
new King-LT airways. They are for ALS personnel only.
There is a protocol in the protocol binders that covers
the King LT’s use. More training on the airways will be
held in the near future.

Just a reminder that A71 and A73 carry some rehab sup-
plies / emergency food & water. There are MRE’s and
rehab snack packs in both rigs. In A71, they are located
in the forward upper cabinet (it is labeled). In A73, it is
under the airway seat (labeled as well).

We are replacing the orange hard oxygen cases with
Ferno soft cases. They are blue in color and will contain
the airway / oxygen supplies that were formerly carried
in the Thomas pack. The intubation equipment will re-
main in the Thomas. A new contents list for the case has
been devised to use when performing rig checks.

Attention ALS providers, we have a new department
protocol recently signed by Dr. Fouts. The protocol al-
lows ALS providers the ability to administer certain emer-
gency medications intranasal using the special mucosal
atomization device (MAD). This capability saves time and
is a benefit when IV access is difficult or dangerous, such
as with an actively seizing patient.

There are updated protocol binders in all the ambu-
lances, including Luther and Roberts stations.
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July Response Statistics - 74 EMS, 22 Fire Calls
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Chest Pain

Hernia

Headache / Weakness
Medical Standby
Medical Standby
Medical Standby
Unresponsive
Sepsis

Medical Standby
Broken Tooth
Medical Standby
Wrist Fracture
Intoxication

Back Pain
Abdominal Pain
Weakness

Altered Mental Status
Back Pain d/t Fall
Back Pain
Overdose

Motor Vehicle Crash
Unresponsive
Unresponsive

Back Pain
Respiratory Distress
Respiratory Distress
CVA / Stroke
Abdominal Pain
Multi-System Trauma
Abdominal Pain
CVA / Stroke
Abdominal Pain
Motorcycle Crash
Medical Standby
Motorcycle Crash
Shortness of Breath
Diabetic Emergency
Motorcycle Crash
Motorcycle Crash
Motorcycle Crash
Vertigo

Loss of consciousness
Vertigo / Nausea
Intoxication

Motor Vehicle Crash
Shortness of Breath
Chest Pain

Chest Pain

Leg Pain

Altered Mental Status
Hip Pain

Motor Vehicle Crash
Motorcycle Crash
Abdominal Pain
Medical Standby
Abdominal Pain
Abdominal Pain
Chest Pain

Chest Pain

Citizen Assist
Post-Surgery

Head Injury

Head Injury
Syncopal Episode
Unresponsive

Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic
Medical standby during the Slack Rodeo.
Medical standby during the Home of Champions Rodeo - AM
Medical standby during the Home of Champions Rodeo - PM
Pt in respiratory arrest transported to BHHC.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Medical standby for the Home of Champions Rodeo.
Non-transport, patient refused care.
Medical standby for the Home of Champions Rodeo.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt refused transport / did not require medical care.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Assisted BHHC staff in E.D. Transported to Billings Clinic.
Two patients refused transport / treatment.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt deceased on-scene d/t motor vehicle crash.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt transported from BHHC to St. Vincent'’s.
Pt transported to BHHC w/abrasions.
Medical standby for the MMA Fights.
Pt transported to BHHC with shoulder and leg pain.
Walk-in to fire station. Pt refused ambulance transport.
Pt treated on-scene and transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC with back pain and chest pain.
Call to BT Pass. No crash found.
Unresponsive, CPR in progress. Transported to BHHC.
Non-transport, patient refused ambulance.
Pt involved in assault. Transported to BHHC.
Pt became ill after eating a brownie from a bar. Transport to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Cancelled enroute. No patients treated / transported.
Pt refused transport. Examined on-scene.
Cardiac patient transported from Mountain View Clinic to St. Vincent's.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt refused treatment / transport.
Cancelled prior to arrival, MHP could find no crash.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Medical Standby for the Carbon County Kids Rodeo.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Pt transported to BHHC.
Assisted patient in getting up. Pt denied transport.
Transported from Billings Clinic back to BHHC.
Transported to BHHC.
Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.
Transported to BHHC.
Transported to BHHC.
Continued on next page. . . . ..

www.redlodgefire.com
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July Response Statistics (continued)

7/29 Interfacility ALS Altered Mental Status Possible drug overdose. Transported from BHHC to St. Vincent'’s.
7/29 Medical BLS Respiratory Distress Pt transported to BHHC.

7/30 Medical ALS Respiratory Arrest Pediatric patient transported to BHHC.

7/30 Interfacility ALS Seizure Pediatric patient transported from BHHC to St. Vincent'’s.

7/31 Medical BLS Man Down Cancelled prior to arrival. No patients treated / transported.

7/31 Trauma ALS Hip Fracture Pt transported to BHHC.

7/31 Interfacility ALS Hip Fracture Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.

7/31 Trauma ALS Hip Injury Pt transported to BHHC.

7/31 Interfacility ALS Hip Fracture Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.

July Fire Responses

7/2 Wildland Fire Rural Bluewater Fire near Fromberg. E76, E78 responded to assist.
7/2 Smoke Investigation Rural Investigated possible smoke near 66 Hwy 212. No hazard found.
714 Wildland Fire Rural Hearts and Diamonds Fire near Columbus. T71, E78, E79 responded.
7/6 Chemical Spill Rural Accidental bear spray release.

7/9 Motor Vehicle Crash City No injuries, no hazards found.

7/10 Outside Rubish Fire City Controlled burn, assisted the property owner.

7/12 Grass Fire City Responded to a grass fire. Fire out on arrival.

7/13 Smoke Investigation Rural Investigated possible smoke. Smoke coming from a fire in Idaho.
7/13 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Extrication required. Checked for hazards, assisted EMS.

714 Possible Gas Leak City Investigated. No hazards found.

714 Controlled Burn City Investigated outside fire. Authorized controlled burn.

7/16 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Checked for hazards, assisted EMS, traffic control.

7/16 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Checked for hazards, assisted EMS, traffic control.

717 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Checked for hazards, assisted EMS, traffic control.

717 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Cancelled prior to arrival by command, no crash found in area.
717 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Mutual aid assist to Absarokee Ambulance on a ATV crash.

717 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Traffic control, assisted EMS.

7121 Motor Vehicle Crash City Car struck light pole. Checked for hazards.

7/23 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Check for hazards, traffic control.

7/24 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Investigated. No crash found.

7/28 Wildland Fire Rural Investigated, assisted USFS. Possible fire d/t lightening strike.
7/29 Vehicle Fire Rural RV fire. Extinguished.

The following statements are true statements that persons “The pedestrian ran for the pavement, but | got him”
around the US involved in motor vehicle crashes have re- “The guy was all over the road, | had to swerve a number
ported in their statements. of times before | hit him”.

“In an attempt to kill a fly, | ran into a telephone pole”.

“When | saw | could not avoid a collision, | stepped on the “The accident was caused by me waving to the man | hit
gas and collided with the other vehicle”. last week”.

“The car in front of me stopped for a yellow light, so | had
no choice but to hit him”.

“Coming home | drove into the wrong house and collided

with a tree | don’t have”.

“l thought my window was down, but found it was up
when | put my head through it”.

“l was thrown from my car as it left the road. | was later
found in a ditch by some stray cows”.

“I left for work this morning at 7 AM as usual when | col-
lided straight into a bus. The bus was 5 minutes early”.
“Windshield broke, cause unknown, probably Voodoo”.
| was on the way to the doctor with rear end trouble
when my universal joint gave way, causing a crash”.

“| pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my
mother-in-law, and headed over the embankment”.

When flame decals aren’t enough

www.redlodgefire.com
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August Response Statistics - 47 EMS, 15 Fire
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Trauma ALS
Trauma BLS
Fire Standby BLS
Interfacility ALS
Interfacility BLS
Medical ALS
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Trauma ALS
Standby BLS
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Medical ALS
Medical ALS
Medical ALS
Medical BLS
Medical ALS
Interfacility ALS
Transport BLS
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Medical BLS
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Standby ALS
Cardiac Arrest ALS
Medical BLS
Trauma BLS
Trauma ALS
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Medical ALS
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Trauma BLS
Interfacility ALS
Standby BLS
Medical ALS
Standby BLS
Trauma BLS
Medical BLS
Trauma BLS

Carbon Monoxide
Natural Gas Leak
lllegal Burn

Medical Assist
Motor Vehicle Crash
Wildland Fire
Explosion

Automatic Fire Alarm
Motor Vehicle Crash

Investigate Possible Fire
Mutual Aid - Wildland Fire

lllegal Burn
lllegal Burn

Mutual Aid - Wildland Fire

Motor Vehicle Crash

Finger Injury Pt fell from tree. Transported to BHHC.

Motor Vehicle Crash Pt transported from Cooney Rd. to St. Vincent's.

Fire Standby Medical standby / rehab during fire operations at scene.
Headache Pt transported from BHHC to St. Vincent's.

Surgical Recovery Pt transported from Billings Clinic back to BHHC.
Seizure Pediatric patient transported to BHHC.

Seizure Pediatric patient transported from BHHC to St. Vincent’s.

Abdominal Pain
Syncopal Episode
Syncopal Episode
Breathing Difficulty
Spinal Injury

Standby
Standby

Diabetic Emergency
Altered Mentation
Hypertension

Back Pain

Chest Pain

Chest Pain

Patient Transport
Chest Pain
Electrolyte Imbalance
Shortness of Breath

Hip Pain
Hip Pain
Standby

Cardiac Arrest

Pt transported from BHHC to St. Vincent's.

Pt refused transport / treatment.

Pt refused transport / treatment.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Shallow water diving accident. Transported to Billings Clinic.
Medical standby for the Climb for Cancer at Red Lodge Mountain.
Medical standby for the kids rodeo.

Treated on-scene. Ptrefused transport.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Pt refused transport.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Cardiac patient transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.

Pt taken from BHHC to Billings-Logan Intl. Airport.

Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. Direct to cardiac cath lab.
Pt transported from BHHC to St. Vincent'’s.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Pt transported from BHHC to St. Vincent'’s.

Medical standby for RLPD during high-risk arrest.
Resuscitation attempted, transported to BHHC.

Weakness Pt transported to BHHC.

Motor Vehicle Crash One patient refused treatment, one was transported to BHHC.
Motor Vehicle Crash Pt transported to BHHC.

Pneumothorax Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.

Surgical Recovery Critical care transport from Billings Clinic to BHHC.

Chest Pain Pt transported to BHHC.

Laceration Pt fell and cut his head. Transported to BHHC.

Appendicitis Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.

Breathing Difficulty
Altered Mentation
Unresponsive
Bicycle Crash
Spinal Fractures

Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Pt transported to BHHC.

Pt injured in bicycle crash. Transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.

Standby Medical standby for the races at Vista Point.
Back Pain Pt transported to BHHC.
Standby Medical standby for races at Vista Point.
Motor Vehicle Crash Pt refused transport.
Seizure Pt transported to BHHC.
Laceration Pt transported to BHHC.
August Fire Responses
City Evacuated affected area, traffic control, evaluated gas type.
City NW Energy on-scene on arrival. Small gas leak found.
City Ordered extinguishment, advised of permit requirement in city limits.
City Assisted EMS crew.
City Checked for hazards, provided traffic control.
Rural Fire over 1 acre found in open land. Extinguished.
Rural Cancelled prior to arrival. USFS blasting trees.
City Beartooth Hospital. False alarm, no problem found.
Rural Traffic control, assist EMS crew.
Rural Possible fire near RL Mountain. No fire found.
Columbus Assisted with Stump Guich Fire in Columbus.
Rural Burning with a burn ban in place. Ordered extinguishment.
Rural Burning with a burn ban in place. Ordered extinguishment.

Laurel
Rural

Assisted with Clapper Flat Complex Fire near Laurel.
Cancelled prior to responding.

www.redlodgefire.com
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Command 73 at the Stump Gulch Fire Command 71 sits in a clearing during the Stump Gulch Fire in Columbus
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Captain Jon Trapp pulls hose at a rubbish fire Red Lodge firefighters put out an RV fire

www.redlodgefire.com
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Medical Corner - intranasal Medication Administration

Nationwide, the intranasal administration of certain emer-
gency medications is becoming mainstream. It is non-
invasive, painless, fast, and effective. On September 15th,
our medical director signed a protocol authorizing our ALS
providers to use this method for administering Narcan (for
narcotics overdoses), Ativan (for seizures / sedation) and
Fentanyl (for pain management).

There are times when IN administration is safer than estab-
lishing an 1V, as is the case with an actively seizing patient.
The only additional equipment required is a mucosal atomi-
zation device, or MAD, which goes on the end of a standard
syringe. The atomization device creates a fine mist when the
syringe is discharged into the nostril. The medication is easily
absorbed by the highly vascular (blood rich) nasal mucosa.

IN admin works best for water-based
medications, and studies are cur-
rently underway nationwide on addi-
tion medications that may soon be
mainstream for IN administration,
such as Glucagon (diabetic emergen-
cies), Zofran (anti-nausea / vomit-
ing), and Phenergan (anti-nausea /
vomiting).

ALS providers, a copy of the new
protocol can be found in the proto-
col binder located in each ambu-
lance, as well as Medic 71.

Tailboard

.
Assistant Chief Tim Ryan’s office has been moved upstairs
to the former EMS training equipme\nt storage, which has
been renovated. ~

The Carbon County Search and Rescue uT'\TI‘(CCSAR) is
now officially under Red Lodge Fire Rescue. The interlocal
agreement has been signed. The sheriff’s office, WhiKha

nu J\

funding to RLFR to o some of the admin time and cost

On a medical call, we need to know where to find equipment
quickly. At a recent training, our EMT'’s tried their hand and
finding equipment in our medical packs blindfolded, and did
very well!

foge;r%administe\gd the SAR team\will provide an

associated with operating the SAR team and managing it.
If you eat at the Monday dinners or Sunday breakfast,
please remember to make a donation to the food fund\_
Wwhen you can. . \

We-have several of th reamlight flasml“gh(s out of ser-
vice d/t bad batteries. There are replacement batteries
on-order, so they should be back in service soon. _

Thank you to everyone who herped at the 2010 Fun Run!
_ - -

9/15
9/20
9/22
9/27
10/4
10/6
11/8

Fire / EMS Training - Cooney Dam Orientation
Fire Training - TBA

EMS Association Monthly Meeting

Fire Officer’s Meeting

Fire Association Monthly Meeting

EMS Officer’s Meeting

New Medical Center Orientation

Red Lodge

Upcoming Dates

EMS Division, we are
working on some exciting
changes for 2011. A com-
mendation program, in-
centive program changes,
and more!

1800 - Red Lodge Station
1900 - Red Lodge Station
1900 - Red Lodge Station
1900 - Red Lodge Station
1900 - Red Lodge Station
1730 - Red Lodge Station
1900 - Red Lodge Station

Fire Rescue

P.O. Box 318
Red Lodge, MT 59068
(406) 446-2320

Email: info@redlodgefire.com

A official publication of Red Lodge Fire Rescue

www.redlodgefire.com
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