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RLFR to Utilize Unmanned Drone 

Red Lodge Fire Rescue took another step into the future when their newest piece of appa-
ratus went into service recently.  This piece of equipment is a bit unlike any other in the 
bay, as this one has wings.  Drone 71, a Predator drone obtained from the U.S. Air Force on 
a new grant program for municipalities to reutilize defense equipment in civilian uses.   
 
The drone will perform a multitude of duties in our department.  It will perform overhead 
ǎǇƻǘǘƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ 
be used effectively for search and rescues as well.  It will be available for law enforcement 

mutual aid in the event of a chase or 
trying to locate a fleeing suspect, and 
the drone will also be used to drop mu-
nitions for making fire breaks, and even 
incendiary ordinance to start back fires 
when needed on wildland fires.   
 
Several volunteers and paid staff mem-
bers recently travelled to Nellis Air 
CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻƴŜΩǎ 
operation.  A task book has been put 
together for members wishing to be-
come drone operator qualified.  The 
drone will be operated primarily from 
the command bus, but may also be 
controlled from the station via internet. 
 
The drone will go into service July 1.   

Drone 71 operates at Nellis AFB while new drone operators work on their task books and 
operate  the drone from the ground.   

A/C Starr operates D71 from the station 
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Will Bernard 

EMS Captain / FF 

RLFR is pleased to offer a new, expanded list of 
available incentive items.  Some of the new 
ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎ 
include.   

New Incentive Items 

Fire Rescue Nomex Underwear 
 
!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ aŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
Nomex undergarments are unique, to say the 
least.  Coming soon in hi-viz lime ANSI 0.5 
rated. 

Tattoo Voucher 
 
Show your dedication to RLFR with a tattoo of  
our logo! 

Meal Donations 
 
Donate to the Monday night meal fund.  Indi-
vidual meal, as well as monthly, 6-month and 
annual donations may be  made with your in-
centive points.  Never have to worry about 
having free change or small bills again! 

The office space within the new fire station 1 is al-
most complete (see page 6).  Office space has been 
included for the following positions. . .  

 
Recruitment / Retention Officer 

Logistics Officer 
 Kitchen / food officer 
association president 
association treasurer 

fire and EMS training officers 
public education officer 
assistant fire inspector 

Apparatus maintenance officer 
Station maintenance officer 

IT technician 
Janitor 

Fitness consultant / trainer 
Chef / kitchen officer 

RLFR will begin utilizing staffed fire lookout tow-
ers this summer.  Positions will be available as 
part of the resident firefighter program and will 
run from May 15th thru September 15th.   

Toed Shoes 
 
NFPA certified version coming soon for wild-
land fire use.  Why be uncomfortable fighting 
fire?  Leaves funny footprints too! 



P A G E  3  

w w w . r e d l o d g e f i r e . c o m 

RLFR Helicopter Placed Into Service 

As part of the new recruitment and retention grant, we were able to hire 
a full-time chef.  The goal is to increase meeting and training attendance, 
as well as add another perk to being an active member with the depart-
ment.   
 
Chef Wolfgang Puck was one of the applicants recently interviewed.  Puck 
is famous for his 20 fine dining restaurants and for his role as the official 
caterer of the Academy Awards Ball, as well as his numerous appearances 
on the Food Network and his line of foods.   
 
Chef Puck will be responsible for the meals for all fire and EMS meetings 
and trainings, as well as a Saturday and Sunday breakfast each week.  The 
grant will provide a salary for Puck, as well as additional funding for food.   
 
Chef Puck will being his new duties with RLFR within a few weeks. 

Full-Time Chef Hired 

Chef Wolfgang Puck 

We were able to locate, apply for, and were awarded an obscure grant which allowed us to purchase a helicopter and 
create an air division.  The helicopter is a Bell Huey that was recently outfitted with department decals (Signs Now 
thought it was weird that they were being called to the Billings Airport to apply decals to a RLFR vehicle).  We have 
hired two pilots on rotating on-call shifts who can have Air 71 airborne within 15 minutes.   
 
While the landing pad is being built on top of the Red Lodge station, Air 71 is being housed at the Red Lodge airport in 
ǘƘŜ 9ǿŀƭŘΩǎ ƘŀƴƎŀǊΦ  !ƛǊ тм ƛǎ ŀ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-use piece of equipment, with missions ranging from transporting hand crews on 
wildland fires, transporting SAR hasty teams into the backcountry, performing short-haul rescues, spotting on wildland 
fires, air-lifting medical patients from scenes, performing aeromedical transports from BBC to Billings with a RLFR 
medical flight crew, acting as an airborne command post, and more.   



 

The new RLFR fire and EMS dispatch center is nearing comple-
tion.  The new addition built onto the back of the station houses 
the new dispatch center, which can house up to four dispatch-
ers. 
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Feeling down and out? 
 
Want to be a part of 
something great? 
 
Volunteer with Red 
Lodge Fire Rescue and 
aim high! 

Volunteers Needed! 

Full-Time Trainer Hired 

As part of the health and 
fitness grant, RLFR has 
recently hired a full-time 
trainer for the gym.  
Jillian Michaels, known 
for her role in the hit TV 
ǎƘƻǿ ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
[ƻǎŜǊέΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
a few months.  Her re-

lentless, hard hitting approach to fitness training 
will ensure that all RLFR gym users are in the best 
possible shape to perform their duties.   

RLFR Obtain Grants for Three 

New Fire Stations 

We are pleased to announce that we have been 
awarded an obscure grant that will provide funding 
for the construction of three new fire stations.  
Two of the stations will be built to replace existing 
fire stations, and the third will be a new station 
located just outside of Red Lodge on Hwy 78.  The 
ƎǊŀƴǘΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ƪƛ 
Resort Towns With Popular Motorcycle Routes 
Running Through and a Lots of Forest Service Land 
bŜŀǊōȅέ ƻǊ ά{/CC{w¢²taww¢[C{[b DǊŀƴǘέ ŦƻǊ 
short, will provide 100% funding for the new sta-
tions.  The construction  is going well, with the inte-
rior finishing touches being done now.  See photos 
on page 6. 

RLFR has just received 
word that a book sub-
mitted to a publisher in 
New York City recently 
will be published.  The 
book, άYƛǘŎƘŜƴ {ƻƭǳπ
tions for Firefighters by 
CƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎέ, features 
cutting-edge techniques 
and tips using tools 
found around fire sta-
tions.  Some tips include 
using SCBA to prevent 
tearing up when cutting 

onions, utilization of thermal imaging cameras as kitchen thermome-
ters, and more.  The book will be available at popular book outlets 
such as Barnes and Noble, Borders, and on our department website. 

RLFR To Publish Book 
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Station Construction Almost Done 

5ŜǇǳǘȅ /ƘƛŜŦ aŎ5ƻǿŜƭƭΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ¢ǊŀǇǇΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƘƛŜŦ {ǘŀǊǊΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƘƛŜŦ wȅŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 

The new gym The new spa ready to use 


