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Summer Fun 

Red Lodge Fire Rescue 
hopes that everyone 
had a safe and fun sum-
mer.  Summer is always 
a busy time for us.  It is 
wildland fire season, 
which means a lot of 
training and mainte-

nance work to ensure that our wildland engines 
and equipment are ready at all times.   
 
The increased tourist traffic and the influx of 
our seasonal residents also means a higher de-
mand on both fire and EMS divisions.   With all 
of the special events in the summer like the 

Home of Champions Rodeo, the Beartooth Burn, 
the Beartooth Ride and the Beartooth Rally, our 
members had a busy summer dedicating much of 
their free time to perform fire and medical stand-
bys during events.   
 
With all the extra people in-town or passing 
through, summer always makes for a busy sta-
tion with people stopping in to visit, trade a 
patch, or to ask directions.  We always enjoy vis-
iting with the public and answering their ques-
ǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ 
to be of assistance to people.  To our visitors and 
seasonal residents, we look forward to seeing 
you next summer!  

EMS Training Goals - Kyle Starr, Asst. Chief / EMS Ops 

One of my goals is for our department to be 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
obtain quality EMS training.   Currently, we of-
ten have to send people out-of-town to obtain 
specialty training such as PEPP, ATLS, AMLS and 
GEMS.  With in-house instructors, we can easily 
offer these classes to our members, as well as 

to members of surrounding departments.  The 
ball is rolling already, with my being scheduled to 
attend a Emergency Pediatric Care (EPC) instruc-
tor class in September.  If you would like to be-
come an instructor for a specialty class, let Kyle 
know.  Before long, people will be flocking to Red 
Lodge to attend these great classes! 
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Quote of the 

Month. . .  
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jbkî 

 
Henry David Thoreau 

Did you 

Know?. . .  
 

In fiscal year 

2009, our de-

partment mem-

bers put in 

3,088 hours of 

training!  

Hospital Linen - EMS 

We recently received a letter from Hospital Laundry 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƭƛƴŜƴ ǘƻ {ǘΦ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
Billings Clinic.  Like many others, they are experienc-
ing economic difficulties as well, and are asking  all 
EMS providers for help in reducing costs.  They ask 
that only linens from the racks in the ambulance 
bay, and not from any other locations in the facili-

ties.  Also, be sure to re-cover the cart after obtaining 
linens, as it is a Joint Commission violation to have 
uncovered carts in hospitals due to the infection con-
trol risk.  Be conservative if you need linen, as we 
have a large stock in the station, enough that we fre-
quently have to take overstock to BHHC since we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛǘΦ   

¶ E71 is leaking water, likely due to sand in valves.  
Engineers need to be sure to keep the booster 
tank topped off. 

¶ T73 is still having some voltage issues, but it is fit 
for service. 

¶ The ladder on L71 is out-of-service until it can be 
fixed.   

¶ M71 has had some brake work done.  The trans-
mission is shifting a bit rough and will be looked 
at soon. 

Apparatus Update 

Top 5 in Training 
Hours 

 
Will Bernard 294 
Jon Trapp 218 
Tim Ryan 206 
Tyler Rae 188 
D. Johnson 147 

Top 5 in Call  
Responses 

 
A. McDowell 75 
D. Johnson 63 
Tyler Rae 57 
Mike Majerus 50 
Will Bernard 40 

A more convenient location has been found to keep 
the incident report forms and other pertinent forms.  
They are now located next to A71 on the wall.  The 
forms that can be found there include the incident 
report form, the wildland incident report form, unit 
logs, and EMS forms including patient refusal forms 
and signature sheets.   

Forms Area 

Mutual Aid Calls 

While the wildland fire season has been slow for Red 
Lodge, the men and women of RLFR have been able 
to hone their skills on mutual aid calls to surrounding 
districts in the past months.  In addition to a few 
smaller wildland fires in the Red Lodge area, RLFR 
personnel have assisted the Joliet Fire Department on 
several wildland fires recently. 
 
In addition, RLFR sent a wildland engine and crew to 
Treasure County to assist on a wildland fire for sev-
eral days in July.   

Cross-Boundary News 

We are pleased to announce that RLFR has received 
additional funding for the Cross Boundary Program 
that will allow the program to be extended to next 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ   
 
The Cross Boundary Program is a grant program that 
allows RLFR to hire full and part-time personnel dur-
ing the wildland fire season.  These personnel work 
on wildland fire-oriented tasks such as performing 
home assessments, fuels mitigation, equipment 
maintenance, training, and of course wildland fire-
fighting.   
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
has been received very well by RLFR, and the re-
gional BLM and US Forest Service offices.   
 
Though it has been a slow season for wildland fires 
this summer, the Cross Boundary workers have done 
a great deal to prepare the Red Lodge area should a 
wildland fire develop.  We would like to thank the 
US Forest Service for funding this great program! 

Utah Conference 

Deputy Chief Aaron McDowell will be attending a 
rural EMS conference in Park City, Utah August 25-28.   

A beautiful summer day in Red Lodge! 
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6/1 Interfacility ALS GI Bleed  Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
6/1 Standby  ALS Standby  Medical standby for Roberts F.D. wildland pack test.  No patients treated. 
6/5 Medical  ALS Vertigo  Pt with dizziness, nausea & vomiting transported to BHHC E.D.  
6/6 Medical  ALS Altered LOC Patient with altered mentation transported to BHHC E.D. 

6/6 Interfacility ALS Overdose Overdose patient transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
6/7 Interfacility ALS CHF  Pt with congestive heart failure transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic 
6/8 Trauma  ALS Hip Fracture Hip fracture due to a fall.  Pt transported to BHHC E.D.  
6/8 Trauma  ALS Trauma  Walk-in trauma patient to Roberts fire station.   
6/8 Trauma  ALS MVC  Motor vehicle collision.  No patients transported. 
6/8 Medical  BLS Seizures Pt transported to BHHC E.D.  
6/8 Interfacility ALS Trauma  Trauma patient transported from BHCH to St. Vincentôs. 
6/8 Interfacility ALS Hip Fracture Pt transported from BHHC to St.Vincentôs. 
6/8 Medical  BLS Intoxication Suspected intoxicated patient transported to BHHC E.D.\ 
6/10 Medical  ALS Altered LOC Pt with altered mentation transported to BHHC E.D.  
6/11 Medical  ALS Syncope Pt transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/11 Medical  ALS Cardiac  Pt with chest pain transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/11 Medical  BLS Hyperglycemia Pt with high blood sugar transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/12 Interfacility ALS Cardiac  Pt with a 1st degree heart block taken from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
6/12 Trauma  BLS Fall  Pt refused transport.  Treated some minor skin tears to his arm. 
6/12 Medical  ALS Syncope Pt ñpassed outò and struck his head.  Transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/14 Medical  BLS Diabetic Emerg. Pt with low blood sugar.  Treated on-scene.  Non-transport. 
6/14 Medical  ALS Chest Pain Pt transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/15 Trauma  BLS Assault  Pt had some facial trauma due to an assault.  Non-transport. 
6/18 Medical  ALS Weakness Pt had fallen and was unable to get up.  Transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/18 Trauma  BLS Fall  Pt transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/20 Interfacility ALS Stroke  Pt with stroke/TIA symptoms transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
6/20 Standby BLS Standby EMS standby for the kids rodeo.  No patients transported. 
6/21 Trauma  BLS MVC  Pt from motor vehicle accident.  Denied injury and refused transport. 
6/21 Trauma  BLS Laceration Pt with a scalp laceration transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/23 Medical  ALS Cardiac  Pt with cardiac dysrhythmia transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
6/24 Trauma  BLS MVC  Called for a motor vehicle collision.  Cancelled enroute.  No transport. 
6/27 Medical  BLS Nausea  Pt with nausea/vomiting transported to BHHC E.D. 
6/28 Standby BLS Standby EMS standby for the Beartooth Burn.  No patients transported. 

w w w . r e d l o d g e f i r e . c o m 

June Response Statistics -  33  EMS,   4 Fire Calls 

June Fire Responses  
 

6/14 Rural EMS Assist Assist EMS on a medical call.   
6/21 Rural MVC  Traffic control.  No rescue needed. 
6/24 Rural MVC  Cancelled enroute.  No actions taken. 
6/27 City Gas Smell Investigated gas odor.  No hazards found. 

2009 Totals  
(As of August 1)  

 
Total EMS responses:  265 
Interfacility transports:  76 
911 emergency calls & other: 189 
 
Total fire responses:  54 
Structure Fires:   5 
Vehicle Fires:   2 
Wildland Fires:   1 
EMS Assist:   4 
Rescue / MVC:   19 
Hazardous Situation:  16 
Service or Other:   2 
Good Intent / False Call  5 

When was the first motorized 
fire apparatus utilized in the 
U.S.?  

Answer on page 4  

Trivia 

Recently, an Ambulance District Committee was formed consisting of ten mem-
bers of our department.  The primary goal of the committee is to inundate the 
community with the facts regarding why we need to form an ambulance district.  
The volunteers on the committee are Ruth Bilyeu, Jim Noe, Steve Novakovich, 
Bridget Chartier, Bill Nicol, Linda Barbee, Brad Hauge, Darlene Carroll and Brent 
Oliphant.    

Ambulance District Committee 

Trapp Completes Paramedic Program 

Captain Jon Trapp is back from Dallas, TX, where he completed his clinical and field in-
ternship segments of the paramedic program he was going through.  He also success-
fully completed the National Registry written and practical examinations for paramedic.    
During his time there, he was able to see a lot while riding with Dallas Fire-Rescue and 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎȅ 9wΩǎ ƛƴ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΦ  ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΗ  
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Safety - Wildland Vehicle Entrapment 

BJP Pq^ka_vðp 

8/24 Fire officers meeting 1900-2200 
8/26 EMS association meeting 1900-2200 
9/7 Fire association meeting 1900-2200 
9/14 Live fire training  1900-2200 
9/16 EMS training - scene safety 1900-2200 
9/17 Trauma symposium - RCR 0800-1700 
9/18 Trauma symposium - RCR 0800-1700 
9/21 Training - city water supply 1900-2200 
9/23 EMS association meeting 1900-2200 

w w w . r e d l o d g e f i r e . c o m 

Trivia Answer 

Tailboard 

¶ Many cleaning or other station supplies can be found on the metal shelves 
in the laundry area.  Look well before ordering or picking up more. 

¶ Thank you to Tammy Novakovich for the work she has been doing outside 
around the station to improve the looks of the station exterior. 

¶ 9a{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ {{bΩǎ ƻƴ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎπ
ports.  It is critical information needed for billing, in addition to the signa-
ǘǳǊŜ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ   

Upcoming Dates 

1905.    A Howe fire engine was purchased 

and placed into service by the Larue, Ohio Fire 
Department, making them the first in the U.S. 
to have a motorized fire apparatus.  

If you find yourself in a fire entrapment situation where shel-
ter deployment is not possible, using a vehicle for refuge may 
be an option.  The following are some tips should you seek 
shelter in your vehicle: 
 

¶ Park in an area devoid of vegetation. 

¶ Park behind a natural barrier or structure. 

¶ Avoid parking under power lines or under overhanging 
vegetation. 

¶ Set the parking brake and leave the engine on at high 
idle. 

¶ Roll windows up.  Position vehicle as to provide maxi-
mum protection from the oncoming fire. 

¶ Cover the windows with fire shelters to reflect radiant 
heat. 

¶ Keep your head down as a low as possible in the vehicle. 

¶ Stay out of saddles or draws. 
 
Expect the following conditions inside the vehicle: 
 

¶ Temperatures over 200 degrees. 

¶ Windows may crack. 

¶ Plastic may begin to melt and give off toxic gases.   

¶ Exposed skin may receive burns from radiant heat. 
 
Be ready to exit the vehicle should it catch on fire.  Stay as a 
low as possible, keep together and move to an area where you 
can deploy your fire shelter.   
 
Hopefully you will never need this information. 

Newly Certified Members 

Many of our members have successfully completed their certification 
exams from recent EMS training, which means that RLFR has more medi-
cally trained and certified members on staff.  We are continually trying 
ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 9a¢Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘπ
ment, as it allows us to better serve our community.  Congratulations to 
our members who have recently obtained their certifications! 

This is the time of year in which we are the most visible to 
the public that we serve, not only running an increased num-
ōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎŀƭƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŘōȅΩǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘōȅΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
good for the events we are there for, but for us as well.  It 
gives us a chance to work and spend time with other mem-
bers that we may not get to work with often.  It is also an 
excellent opportunity for us to have contact with the commu-
nity. 
 
IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀƴŘōȅΩǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
go smoothly: 
 

¶ Be on time!  Some events are required to have an ambu-
ƭŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƴŘōȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƎƛƴΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ 
them up. 

¶ Dress professionally and for conditions.   

¶ Notify dispatch just as you would on a 911 call. 

¶ Park in a location with easy access and exit from the 
event. 

¶ Find and introduce yourself to the person in charge. 

¶ Make ready any equipment you will likely need. 

¶ Be attentive and ready to respond. 

¶ When an injury occurs, notify the on-call crew immedi-
ately.   

¶ If transport is needed, treat, package and transfer care to 
the on-call crew.   

¶ Complete a run report for the standby. 

¶ Document all care provided during the event. 

¶ Be sure to notify dispatch when you are clear of the event 
and available. 

¶ Smile, have fun and make the most of it! 
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7/2 Medical  ALS Respiratory  Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/2 Standby  BLS Standby   Medical standby for the Slack Rodeo.  No patients transported. 
7/3 Medical  BLS Epistaxis  Pt with a nosebleed.  Pt refused transport via ambulance. 
7/3 Medical  ALS Chest pain  Cardiac patient transported to BHHC. 
7/4 Standby  BLS Standby   Medical standby for rodeo.  No patients transported. 
7/4 Medical  ALS    Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/6 Medical  ALS Altered Mentation  Pt transported to BHHC from Absarokee.   
7/7 Trauma  BLS Head / Back Pain  Pt injured in a fall, transported to BHHC. 
7/7 Interfacility ALS Appendicitis  Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic.  
7/8 Trauma  ALS Motor Vehicle Accident Trauma pt in cardiac arrest transported to BHHC.   
7/9 Medical  ALS Hypothermia  Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/10 Trauma  BLS Assault   Pt transported from Joliet to Billings Clinic. 
7/11 Trauma  ALS Chest Pain  Pt injured in a fall, transported to BHHC. 
7/12 Standby  BLS Standby   Medical standby for kids rodeo.  No patients transported.  
7/14 Medical  ALS Nausea / Weakness Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/14 Medical  ALS CVA / Stroke  Called for a stroke patient, cancelled enroute.  No transport. 
7/14 Interfacility BLS TIA / CVA  Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
7/17 Interfacility CCT Trauma   Trauma patient transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
7/17 Trauma  ALS Trauma   Motorcycle accident patient transported to BHHC. 
7/17 Medical  ALS Syncopal Episode Pt refused transport.   
7/18 Trauma  BLS Motorcycle Accident Cancelled enroute.  No transport. 
7/18 Trauma  BLS Motorcycle Accident Pt refused transport. 
7/18 Medical  ALS Abdominal Pain  Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/18 Medical  ALS Nausea   Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/18 Medical  BLS Seizure / Broken Ribs Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/18 Standby   BLS Standby   Medical standby for MMA fights at fairgrounds. 
7/19 Medical  ALS Unresponsive  Highly intoxicated patient transported to BHHC. 
7/19 Trauma  BLS Epistaxis d/t Trauma Pt involved in altercation.  Refused transport. 
7/19 Medical  ALS Syncopal Episode Pt refused transport. 
7/19 Medical  BLS Altered Mentation  Possible intoxication.  Pt refused transport. 
7/22 Interfacility BLS Post-Delivery  Pt transported from BHHC to St. Vincentôs. 
7/22 Trauma  BLS Motorcycle Accident Cancelled enroute.  No patient contact made. 
7/22 Interfacility ALS    Pt transported from BHHC to Billings. 
7/23 Standby  BLS Fire Standby  Medical standby for the Larkin Fire near Bearcreek. 
7/24 Medical  BLS Chest Pain  Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/24 Trauma  BLS Laceration  Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/24 Trauma  BLS Motorcycle Accident Cancelled enroute.  No patient contact made. 
7/24 Trauma  BLS Motor Vehicle Accident Pt refused transport via ambulance.   
7/24 Medical  BLS Urinary Obstruction Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/24 Medical  BLS Urinary Obstruction Pt transported back to assisted living from BHHC. 
7/25 Trauma  BLS Pneumothorax  Pt injured in a horse-riding accident.  Transported to BHHC. 
7/25 Interfacility CCT Trauma   Pt with a chest tube in place transported from BHHC to SV. 
7/27 Medical  BLS Syncopal Episode Pt refused transport.   
7/27 Trauma  BLS BHHC Assist  Assisted BHHC staff in immobilizing a patient at BHHC.   
7/29 Medical  BLS Epistaxis  Pt with a nosebleed.  Transported to BHHC. 
7/31 Medical  BLS Altered Mentation  Pt transported to BHHC. 
7/31 Medical  BLS Cardiomyopathy  Pt transported to BHHC. 

July Response Statistics -   48 EMS,  12 Fire Calls 

July Fire Responses  
 
7/3 Water Rescue  City Patient had self-rescued.  No rescue needed. 
7/8 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural No rescue needed.  Assisted EMS.  Traffic control. 
7/8 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural  Assisted Belfry with a vehicle accident on Hwy 308. 
7/9 Medical Assist  Rural Assisted EMS providers. 
7/15 Vehicle Fire  City Fire extinguished.  No structures damaged. 
7/16 Service Call  Rural Removed defective smoke detector.  Checked for hazards. 
7/18 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Cancelled prior to arrival. 
7/18 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Cancelled prior to arrival. 
7/20 Standby   Rural  Standby for chlorine switch-out at water treatment plant. 
7/22 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural Cancelled on-scene. 
7/23 Wildland Fire  Rural Extinguished.  Estimated size 130 acres. 
7/25 Motor Vehicle Crash Rural No rescue needed.  Checked for hazards.  Provided traffic control. 
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RLFR Summer Photos - 2009 
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RLFR Summer Photos - 2009 


