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EMS Division Moves Pa-

tients into New Hospital 

November 18th 
was a day to be 
remembered in 
Red Lodge, as the 
brand-new, state-
of-the-art hospital 
opened for busi-
ness. 
 

The EMS division had been working closely with our 
friends at Beartooth Hospital in the months and 
weeks prior to the move to ensure that everyone 
was on the same page so that moving day went as 
smoothly as possible. 
 
RLFR staffed three ambulances that day.  One was 
dedicated to 911 response, one was dedicated to 
transporting BLS patients, one to ALS / critical care 
patients.  Personnel were at the Beartooth Hospital 
at 0545 AM to begin the move, and all patients had 
been transferred to the new hospital, Beartooth 
Billings Clinic, by 0615 AM.   
 
The new Beartooth Billings Clinic features as great 
emergency department with three trauma bays and 
all new, updated equipment.  RLFR was honored to 
be a part of that historical day.   

Ambulance District 

Board Meets 

The newly-appointed board members for the new 
Red Lodge / Roberts Ambulance District held their 
first meeting on November 5th.  The new board has 
a lot of work ahead as the new district gets off the 
ground, but are off to a great start and are working 
together very well. 
 
The board members are Kim Haman, Kathleen Dela-
hanty,  Jim Moore, Chris Devries and Dr. Dennis Elo.  
Welcome to the board, and thank you for your ser-
vice!  

EMS Officer Positions 

One of the new things taking place in the EMS divi-
sion is the creation of officer positions within the 
division.  Just as the fire division has lieutenants and 
ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
9a{ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΩǎ Ǌŀƴƪǎ 
as well.  EMS captains will oversee a lieutenant and a 
team of 5-т 9a¢ΩǎΦ  [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ 
for assisting captains and stepping up to provide 
leadership when captains are gone.   
 
The primary responsibility for the new EMS officers 
will be in the realm of mentorship / leadership of the 
9a¢Ωǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ 
in easing new members into the department and 
helping them every step of the way as needed.  
 
There is an established process that will be used in 
the selection of officers.   The application period was 
open for two weeks, closing on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 10th.  The review committee will be convened to 
go over the applications, then interviews will be set 
up with each of the applicants.  Officer candidates 
will be notified within one week of the review com-
ƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
make the determination of whether a candidate 
would best be suited for a captain or lieutenant posi-
tion. 
 
In addition  to the new captain and lieutenant posi-
tions, department administration will also appoint 
one assistant chief / EMS operations.   Thank you to 
everyone who has expressed interest in becoming an 
officer and helping moving the EMS division forward! 

Sunday Breakfast 

The Sunday breakfast has been on hold for the past 
several months due to low turnout.  The beautiful 
weather this fall is likely a contributing factor.  The 
Sunday breakfast will resume again on November 
14th at 0800 hrs.   

Weekly News Email 

We are now several weeks into the new weekly RLFR 
news emails, which go out internally to RLFR mem-
bers on Sunday.  The feedback has been very posi-
tive.  They focus on need-to-know information, and 
contain reminders of trainings / events, meal menus, 
and other info.   
 
If you have not been receiving them, contact Kyle to 
ensure we have an up-to-date email address for you. 
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Firefighting tanks are utilized in many parts of 
Europe for use in wildland fires.  Russia is one exam-
ple of a county utilizing such vehicles.  When the 
former Soviet Union dissolved, it led to a large sur-
plus of tanks and tank chassis.  With countless acres 
of forests, Europe sees their share of forest fires.  
¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƴŜǿΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳπ
larity has risen.   
 
The heavy steel armor not only protects  the  crew-
members inside from the intense heat, but also from 
falling trees and other debris.  The vehicles are in-
credibly versatile, from built-in dozer blades that 
allow them to build fire lines, to the use of armored 
personnel carriers that can also be used to evacuate 
persons from danger areas.  With their tracks, they 
are not as prone to getting bogged down in mud as 
wheeled are, and can easily move over obstacles 
such as rocks or downed trees.   
 
Some of these specialized vehicles carry water, and 
others use pre-loaded tubes filled with dry chemical 
agent, basically functioning as a large-scale rolling 
fire extinguisher.   

Did You Know. . . . ? 

Rescuers Unite! - Captain Jon Trapp 

RLFR salutes the 
men and women 
who have served 
in the armed 
forces, both in 
past and present. 
 
IŀǇǇȅ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
Day! 

Hello Firefighters and EMTs.  I wanted to give you a quick update on Search and Res-
cue.  RLFR is currently receiving funding from the County for SAR ops.  This funding 
pays for some staff time and equipment storage.  You may have noticed the SAR 
command truck is located in wildland bay 1 for the winter months.  We also made a 
fairly recent purchase of a Jeep Wrangler which is parked  on the north side of the 
building.  There is also the SAR four-wheeler, which is parked next to the RLFR 
Ranger.  All of these vehicles are available to Fire/EMS for official use and the keys 
are usually in the key box or in the vehicle ς please let me know if you plan on using a 
SAR vehicle.  

 
I also want to let you know that SAR can use your help.  Occasionally, we are unable to fully staff a 

SAR call.  It is important for you to know that not all SAR calls involve hiking 20 miles into the backcountry or 
hanging off the side of a cliff.  There are many types of calls and many roles you can fill.  I encourage to come 
and talk to me about how your expertise can be utilized for SAR.  Then you can talk to Deputy Chief McDowell 
about getting SAR tones in your pager.  And lastly, I encourage you to come to SAR trainings that are of inter-
est to you. 
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9/1 Transport BLS Transport  Pt transported from BHHC to Cedarwood Villa 
9/1 MVC  BLS Motor Vehicle Crash Pt refused treatment / transport.   
9/2 Medical  ALS Chest Pain  Pt transported to BHHC. 
9/2 Medical  ALS Cardiac Arrest  Resuscitation attempted.  Transported to BHHC.   
9/2 Trauma  BLS Fall   Pt fell off ladder and lost consciousness.  Transported to BHHC. 
9/2 Interfacility ALS Trauma   Pt injured in a fall, transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
9/3 Standby  BLS Medical Standby  Standby for football game.  No patients transported. 
9/4 Interfacility ALS Internal Injuries  Pt injured by a mule earlier.  Transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic 
9/8 Medical  ALS Respiratory Distress Pt transported to BHHC. 
9/8 Interfacility ALS Shoulder Injury  Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
9/10 Standby  BLS Medical Standby  Standby for football game.  No patients transported. 
9/12 Trauma  ALS Rib Fractures  Pt fell down stairway.  Transported to BHHC. 
9/12 Interfacility ALS Hemothorax  Pt injured in a fall earlier.  Transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
9/13 Standby  BLS Medical Standby  Standby for football game.  No patients transported. 
9/14 Medical  ALS Altered Mentation  Pt transported from Joliet Clinic to St. Vincentôs. 
9/14 Trauma  BLS Head Injury  Skateboard accident.  Pt transported to BHHC.  
9/14 Interfacility ALS Head Injury  Pt injured in skateboard accident.  Taken from BHHC to Billings Clinic 
9/15 Medical  ALS Weakness  Pt transported to BHHC. 
9/15 Interfacility ALS Weakness / Nausea Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
9/15 MVC  BLS Motor Vehicle Crash Pt refused treatment / transport. 
9/16 Medical  BLS Seizure   Pt was conscious on arrival and refused treatment / transport. 
9/20 Medical  ALS Overdose  Pt transported to BHHC. 
9/20 Medical  ALS Weakness  Pt transported to BHHC. 
9/20 Interfacility ALS Overdose  Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
9/21 Fire Response BLS Fire Response  Responded with fire units to a possible explosion.  Cancelled enroute. 
9/23 Medical  BLS Weakness  Pt transported to BHHC. 
9/23 Trauma  BLS Head Injury  Pt injured in a fall.  Transported to BHHC. 
9/25 Trauma  ALS Laceration to Head Pt fell and struck head on concrete.  Transported to BHHC. 
9/26 MVC  BLS Motor Vehicle Crash Pt refused treatment / transport.  Small cut to hand. 
9/27 MVC  ALS Motor Vehicle Crash Requested by law enforcement.  Pt did not require medical treatment 
9/27 Standby  BLS Medical Standby  Standby for football game.  No patients transported. 
9/29 Trauma   BLS Back Pain  Pt fell, unable to move legs.  Transported to BHHC. 
9/30 MVC  BLS Motor Vehicle Crash No patient found.   
9/30 Sports Injury BLS Head / Neck Pain  Football injury.  Pt transported to BHHC. 

September EMS Responses - 34 EMS Calls 

9/2 EMS Assist City R71 responded with 4 personnel to assist EMS crews. 
9/7 Fire Alarm City Smoke alarm activation.  M71, E71, T71, R71 responded.  No hazard found. 
9/14 Investigation City Residence struck by lightning.  Checked for hazards.  E71, T71 responded.  
9/15 MVC  Rural Assisted EMS crews, controlled traffic.  E77, M71 responded. 
9/16 Fire Alarm City Fire alarm was faulty.  Investigated.  No hazard found.  M71, E71, C72 responded. 
9/20 EMS Assist Rural E77 responded with 4 personnel to assist EMS crews.   
9/21 Mutual Aid Rural Responded to assist Belfry FD.  T71, E76, E78 responded. 
9/21 Investigation City Power line arcing.  Stood by until NW Energy on-scene.  M71, C72 responded.   
9/26 MVC  Rural Checked vehicle for hazards, controlled traffic.  M71, E71, C71, R71 responded. 
9/26 Investigation Rural Smoke was from an authorized controlled burn.  C71, R71, E71 responded. 
9/28 Structure Fire Rural Cancelled on arrival. Smoke was from a BBQ.   
9/30 MVC  Rural Cancelled prior to arrival (PTA).   

September Fire Responses - 12 Fire Calls 

Uniform Item / Logo Gear Catalog 

A catalog of all official, approved uniform and logo gear items is being developed that will be kept in the training room.  The cata-
log will contain information on available items, either for purchase or available through respective fire / EMS incentive programs.  
It will contain order forms and pricing information for those who wish to purchase items on their own.  When completed, the cata-
log will be kept by the other binders by the microwave in the downstairs training room. 

The annual EMS division holiday get-together will be Wed, December 22nd at 
1900 hrs.  Please RSVP to Tammy Rice if you plan on attending.   
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2010 Response Totals  
(As of November 1)  

 
Total EMS responses:  364 
Interfacility transports:  112 
911 emergency calls & other: 252 
 
Total fire responses:  96 
Structure Fires:   6 
Vehicle Fires:   2 
Wildland or Brush / Grass Fires: 14 
Other Fires:   1 
EMS Assist:   4 
Rescue / MVC:   31 
Explosion / Rupture:  0 
Hazardous Situation:  16 
Service or Other:   3 
Good Intent Calls :  17 
False Alarm / False Call:  2 
Contract Fires:   0 

10/1 Interfacility BLS Back Pain  Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
10/2 Medical  BLS Fever   Pt transported to BHHC from Cedarwood Villa. 
10/3 Medical  BLS False Alarm  911 hang-up.  Dispatch made contact, no problem found.   
10/4 Standby  BLS Medical Standby  Standby for a football game.  No patients transported. 
10/6 MVC  BLS Motor Vehicle Crash Transported one patient to BHHC with neck pain. 
10/8 Standby  BLS Medical Standby  Standby for football game.  No patients transported. 
10/9 Medical  ALS Dehydration  Pt transported to BHHC.   
10/13 Medical  BLS Weakness  Pt transported to BHHC. 
10/13 Interfacility BLS Weakness  Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
10/13 Medical  ALS Head / Neck Pain  Pt transported to BHHC. 
10/14 Medical  ALS Syncopal Episode Pt transported to BHHC. 
10/15 Medical  ALS Weakness / Nausea Pt transported to BHHC. 
10/19 Interfacility ALS  Chest Pain  Pt transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic. 
10/19 Trauma  BLS Arm Pain  Pt injured in a fall.  Pt refused treatment / transport.  
10/21 Medical  BLS General Pain  Pt transported from Cedarwood Villa to BHHC. 
10/22 MVC  BLS Motor Vehicle Crash Two patients transported to BHHC.   
10/22 Interfacility ALS Psychological Emergency Pt transported from BHHC to St. Vincentôs. 
10/24 Medical  ALS Cardiac Arrest   Terminated resuscitation efforts on-scene per medical control. 
10/25 Medical  ALS Weakness  Pt transported to BHHC. 
10/26 Interfacility ALS Chest Pain  Pt transported from BHHC to St. Vincentôs. 
10/29 Trauma  BLS Assault   Pt transported to BHHC.   
10/29 Interfacility BLS Dislocated Elbow  Assault victim transported from BHHC to Billings Clinic for treatment. 
10/30 Medical  ALS Seizure   Pediatric patient transported to BHHC. 
10/31 Medical  ALS Unattended Death Confirmed death for law enforcement.   

October EMS Responses - 24 EMS Calls 

10/4 Service Call Rural Monitored a controlled burn.  No problems. 
10/4 Wildland Fire Rural Assisted with fire suppression on a fire on USFS land.  M71, C71, T71, E79, E76, E78 respond. 
10/6 MVC  Rural Motor vehicle crash.  Checked for hazards,  assisted EMS.  M71, E71, A71 responded. 
10/8 Fire Alarm Rural Rock Creek Resort.  Smoke alarm activation. No fire found.  M71, C71, E71, T71, R71 respond. 
10/19 Structure Fire Rural Extinguished fire and checked for extension.  M71, E71, R71, Roberts FD responded. 
10/22 Service Call City Performed a carbon monoxide check at a residence for the occupants.  M71 responded. 
10/22 MVC  Rural Assisted EMS, checked for hazards, provide traffic control.  M71, E71, R71, A73 responded. 

October Fire Responses - 7 Fire Calls 

HAVERTOWN, Pa. (AP) - A Philadelphia-area man didn't let an ambulance ride stop 
him from casting his vote. 
 
Eighty-three-year-old Charles Gorby persuaded an emergency crew to stop and let 
him vote Tuesday as they took him home after a two-week hospital stay. 
Since the polling place was only about a block from Gorby's Havertown home, the 
crew agreed. 
 
Gorby voted from a stretcher with his legs protruding from under the voting 
booth's curtain.  Gorby tells the Delaware County Daily Times he felt it was his 
responsibility to make it to the polls if he was able. 
 
He tells the paper that "voting is the least you can do" as a citizen. 

Humor - Associated Press 

RLFR Close to Electronic Patient Care Report Solution 

We have spent the last few months looking at various PCR software, as well as time visiting with our current billing company, and believe we are 
close to a solution that will make completing patient care reports efficient and as stress-free as possible for our members.   We hope to have 
things rolling in the very near future.  More info to come! 
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RLFR EMT Volunteers at Thailand Orphanage - Brad Hauge, RLFR EMT 

Sawatikap (hello) from Safe Haven Orphanage on the Thai / Burma bor-
der- in the middle of the jungle. My girlfriend, Brandelyn, and I choose to 
work here because we were intrigued by the story of a widow making a 
home for children caught up in the hardships created by one of the 
g l o be 's  m os t  u ns t a b le  go v e r nm en ts  ( B u r m a) . 
 
The 60-some children here, mostly Burmese / Karen, were brought to 
Modo (Karen for "big mom") after being abandoned by, or loosing their 
parents. The most recent siblings came to Safe Haven after having 
watched their step-father (father having died from "diarrhea") beat their 
mother to death and nearly did the same to them; while the younger 
brother started attending school the 13 year old sister still struggles to fit 
in and will have to start at grade 1 when she is ready. 
 
The suitcases of medical supplies donated by Red Lodge Fire and Moun-
tain View Clinic went to stocking a new infirmary.  Medical care is scarce 
but there is a nurse-run clinic nearby. As for an ambulance, yeah 
right.  Safe Haven functions like a well oiled machine... 15 year-olds take 
care of the 8 year-olds and the 8 year-olds take care of the infants.   
Every one of them does their own chores without a frown or ever being 
asked.  I finally figured out that "sheshaw" was the kids attempt at saying 
teacher, which we heard many times a day when the children were so 
p roud  t o show us something  t hey 'd  done . 
 
They put us up in a bamboo hut, with a mosquito net to protect against 
malaria, over a thin sleeping pad. The toughest part of the whole thing 
may be the 90+ degree heat; and how could I forget rice, 3 times day. We 
did get fried maggots for a treat one day, yum! The boys and I play soccer 
till twilight many nights (I consistently lost).  Our good- byes nearly 
brought us tears; all 60 children piled into Modo's small hut to sing to us 
"Until We Meet Again" in Thai / Broken English). 
 
The situation in Burma is anything but good. One of the kids was going to 
take us down to the nearby river separating us from Burma. One of 
the teenagers ran to catch us and said "STOP". After I asked why, he 
mimicked a gun with his hands and made a machine gun noise. No more 
questions from me.  Burma just held the first election in 2 decades for 
which the results were fixed by corrupt government officials. The vio-
lence continues as well over 20,000 refugees flee to Thailand. A bomb 
just went off in a border crossing town near the orphanage. 
 
We are thankful for our safe travels, amazing opportunities, and great 
friends back home! Looking forward to seeing you upon our return! 
 
-Brad and Brandelyn 

Apparatus Update 

¶ Per Asst. Chief Avent, the tank-to-pump valve on the fol-
lowing apparatus is to remain closed while in-station: 
E71, L71, E74, T71, T72, T3. The tank-to-pump valve is to 
opened prior to leaving the station on a response.  Also, 
be sure to drain the pump prior to parking back in the 
station.  This is due to water leaking onto the floor. 

¶ EMS personnel: be sure you know how to put the ambu-
lances into 4WD, it is that time of year.   

EMS Equipment Update 

We have a new piece of demo equipment on 
the ambulances to try.  The Stryker Speed 
Sheet is a tool that facilitates the lateral 
transfer of a patient from the cot to a hospital 
bed.  The sheet sits between the cot mattress 
and the cot bedding.  When you have a pa-
tient who is difficult to move, you tear one or 
ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ǘŀōǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǘƻ άŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜέ 

it.  This lets air into the sheet and it becomes very slippery against it-
self, reducing the force needed to laterally slide a patient by 50%.  The 
sheet stays on the mattress during transfer and you only move the blue 
fitted cot sheet like normal.  We will be training on them soon! 
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Fire and EMS crews responded to Hwy 78 and Willow Creek Rd. on Octo-
ber 6th for this rollover MVC.  One person was transported to BHHC 
with minor injuries.  - Photo by Gene Rodman, Montana Photographic Arts 

Asst Chief / Paramedic Kyle Starr practices engi-
neering Ladder 71 in late October, taking advan-
tage of the mild fall weather to work in some extra 
training before winter. 

The driver of this car walked away with only a cut on her hand after her 
car went off Hwy 308 and over a 25 foot embankment on Sept 26th. 

Fire and EMS personnel work on two patients after a rollover MVC on 
Hwy 308 on October 22nd.  Two patients were transported to BHHC. 

- Photo by Gene Rodman, Montana Photographic Arts 

Captain / Paramedic Jon Trapp visits with Roberts 
Fire Chief and RLFR EMT Hunter Bell at the scene of 
a structure fire recently.  Roberts Firefighters re-
sponded to provide mutual aid assistance  on the 
fire. 

RLFR In-Action 
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11/17 1830 Hrs  Hospital move-in operational briefing Red Lodge Station 
11/17 1900 Hrs  EMS Training - ALS / BLS Interface Red Lodge Station 
11/22 1900 Hrs  CƛǊŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ  Red Lodge Station 
11/24 1900 Hrs  EMS association meeting  Red Lodge Station 
11/29 1900 Hrs  Fire officer training   Red Lodge Station 
12/1 1730 Hrs  9a{ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ  Red Lodge Station 
12/6 1900 Hrs  Fire association meeting  Red Lodge Station 

Upcoming Dates 

Tailboard 

¶ We are in the running for the second round of Montana DOT EMS grants and 
should be hearing something in the near future.  We applied for two Stryker 
power cots at a cost of almost $27,000.  The cots utilize an electric / hydraulic 
motor that lifts and lowers the cot, reducing back injuries to EMS providers 
when lifting and lowering cots with patients onboard. 

¶ The speed limit on Hwy 212 from the new hospital (Two Mile Bridge Rd) to 
the brewery has been changed from 55  to 45 mph. 

¶ EMS providers, when calling in to dispatch about going enroute to the local 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ά.ŜŀǊǘƻƻǘƘ .ƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ /ƭƛƴƛŎέΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά.ƛƭƭƛƴƎǎέ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴΦ  {ƛƳǇƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ά.ŜŀǊǘƻƻǘƘέ ƻǊ ά../έΦ   

¶ Firefighters, we are entering the chimney fire season.  If you missed the re-
ŎŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ  ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƳƴŜȅ άōƻƳōǎέ ŀǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƻƴ 9тмΣ 
come in and find them so you know where they are when you need them. 

Gym Update 

¶ The new squat rack is in-service. 

¶ A sign has been posted reminding 
gym users to be cognizant of their 
music.  This is a public building, and 
if gym users wish to listen to music 
on the stereo in the gym, it must be 
kept at a reasonable volume and be 
appropriate for a public building.   

¶ A sign has also been posted re-
minding gym users of quiet hours, 
which run from 2200 (10 PM) to 
0700 (7 AM).   

¶ Gym use appears to be picking up 
again, ending the lull likely caused 
by the mild 
fall we were 
lucky to have 
this year.   

ά¸ƻǳǊ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ hǳǊ IŀƴŘǎέ 

A good photo to illustrate the danger of 
falling limbs / trees after and during a 
wildland fire.   
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