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Official Department Newsletter 

RLFR Receives Generous Donation 

On July 13, 2011 Susan M. Hill, Trustee of 
The Sally E. Hill estate, delivered a check in 
the amount of $50,000  to Fire Chief Tom 
Kuntz. The donation was a gift for the 
benefit of the Red Lodge Volunteer Fire 

Department, EMS, and Search & Rescue 
Team from the Charitable Remainder 
Trust of Sally Hill. 
 
Sally was a Red Lodge resident who 
passed away on February 14, 2009.  She 
was a business woman from Riverton Wy. 
who co-founded and operated an oil field 
service company, Riverview Rentals. Inc., 

with her husband Wayne until the time 
of his death in 1999. She then continued 
operating the company successfully with 
her daughter Susan until it was sold in 
2006. Sally bought a vacation home in 
Red Lodge in 1994 and when not in Wyo-
ming, she always preferred to be at home 
in Montana. She chose to make Red 
Lodge her full time home in 2004.  
 
Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлллΣ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŜ CƛǊŜέ ŎŀƳŜ 
within 2 miles of her home and she along 
with many other residents were forced to 
evacuate.  Sally spoke very highly of the 
Red Lodge firefighters and how effec-
tively they protected the citizens and 
properties of Carbon County. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƎƛŦǘέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ƻƳ YǳƴǘȊ άand we 
are very grateful for this contribution 
made available by Sally E Hill. We are for-
tunate to have a group of highly dedi-
cated volunteers, and it is the over-
whelming support we receive from our 
community in the form of time, re-
sources, and donations that allows us to 
provide such high level of service to our 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ   

From the Editor 

IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ !ƭƭ-Call.  Sum-
mer is a busy time of year, with vacations, wildland fire season, etc.  With the busy summer 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘΦ  bƻǿ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƛƭōƻȄŜǎΗ  
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Sally E. Hill 

Visit us online at www.redlodgefire.com for action photos, newsletter back-issues, recruit-
ing information, fire prevention tips and more! 
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Full-Time Grant Position Filled 

Red Lodge Fire Rescue was fortunate to be awarded a fed-
eral grant recently.  The grant is providing full funding for us 
to hire a full-time volunteer coordinator for the period of 
four years.  The position will not only work on recruitment 
and retention-related duties within our organization, but will 
also be available to help other departments within the re-
gion.   
 
After reviewing numerous applications and holding inter-
views, Asano Otsu was recently offered the position and ac-
cepted it.  Asano has been active as a volunteer in the local 
emergency service scene for some time now.  She has served 
with Carbon County Search and Rescue for several years 
now, and recently completed the 120 hour EMT-basic class 
and received her EMT license, which allowed her to start 

volunteering as an EMT with RLFR in the EMS division.  
 
The position is a non-response position, meaning that her 
duties will be administrative and do not include responding 
to medical or fire calls.  Some changes are being made 
around the station to accommodate an additional full-time 
ǎǘŀŦŦŜǊΦ  !ǎŀƴƻΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
room on the main level. 
 
!ǎŀƴƻΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ Řŀȅ ƻƴ Řǳǘȅ ǿŀǎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ оǊŘΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘ 
her hours to be easily accessible to both our members and 
the public.  Her schedule is M-Thu 0800-1800.  This schedule 
allows some flexibility so that she can also attend meetings 
and trainings in the evenings as well.  Welcome aboard 
Asano! 

State Assist Fires Bring in  

Revenue for RLFR 

While fire activity in our response area was relatively light 
this year, RLFR did have the opportunity to assist on sev-
eral other fires.  When departments help on contact fires, 
they are paid an hourly rate for the use of the equipment, 
which can add up.  Several wildland fire engines in our 
fleet were paid for by revenue generated from sending 
engines to contact fires.    
 
We were fortunate to have volunteers who were able to 
devote their time to go on these fire assignments, as well 
as to our volunteers who stayed here to provide fire pro-
tection to our response area.   RLFR is always careful to 
ensure that adequate fire apparatus and firefighters re-
main here to cover the Red Lodge area before allowing 
apparatus to be assigned to out of district fires.   Medic 71 and Ambulance 73 sit on-scene at a motor vehicle 

crash at the intersection of Ski Run Rd. and West Fork Rd. on 
August 13th.  Fortunately, nobody was injured in the crash. 

Firefighters stand out Cedarwood Villa after a heavy rain 
and hail storm on July 6th, preparing to place sandbags 
along the curb to prevent water from running inside. 

A RLFR firefighter with vision blacked out practices searching 
with a hoseline during a MAYDAY training on September 19th. 
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RLFR firefighters on-scene at a fire alarm at the Carbon County Courthouse on July 8th. 

Volunteers Purchase Fire Engine With Donation Funds 

After several months of discussion among the offi-
cers and firefighters of the Red Lodge Volunteer Fire-
fighters Association, the members of the association 
voted in favor of purchasing a used fire engine to be 
placed in service as a backup engine.   
 
The engine, which has been assigned as Engine 73 
(E73), is a 1991 Pierce Lance that saw service in Fair-
fax County, Virginia.  The engine was maintained very 
well and is in very good condition.  When purchased, 
it was built as a rescue pumper, meaning that in ad-
dition to carrying hose, water and a pump, it is also 
equipped with hydraulic lines on reels and is set up 
ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ŀƪŀ ǘƘŜ άƧŀǿǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέΦ  

The  firefighters association purchased the engine 
with donation funds after negotiating for several 
weeks with the selling department before agreeing 
on a price, which was considerably lower than their 
asking price. 
 
The engine is now decaled and is being equipped for 
service.   

Quick Facts - E73 
 
Make / Model: Pierce 
Model Year: 1991 
GVW:  45,180 lbs 
Pump:  1250 GPM Waterous Pump 
Water Tank: 500 Gallons 
Features: 12,000 lb Warn Winch 
  Light Tower 
  Generator 
  Ample Compartment Space 
SCBA Seats: 4 
Non-SCBA Seats: 3 (includes driver seat) 
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άTake care of 
people. People 
before paper,  
people before 
profits, people 
before projects, 
people before 
ǎŜƭŦέ 

 
Unknown 

Motorcycle Crash Puts Rope Rescue Team to Work 

On July 22nd, a motorcycle crash on the Bear-
tooth Highway resulted in the motorcycle 
driver finding himself injured and down a 
steep incline.   
 
w[Cw 9a¢Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǿŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ w[CwΩǎ 
rope rescue team sprung into action so that 
the patient could safely be brought up to the 
road where EMS personnel could transport 
him for medical attention at Beartooth Bill-
ings Clinic.   
 
¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǿƛƴŎƘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ŀǎ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
formed rope rescue team has done in the 
past year.  The rescue went flawlessly, and 
we recently received word that the patient is 
recovering well from the crash. 
 
RLFR covers a very diverse response area, 
from heavy forest, rugged mountains, farm-
land to populated residential and commercial 
areas.  We train to cover a wide variety of 
emergencies in a wide variety of terrain, and 
this safe, successful rescue is a great example 
of this training paying off.     

RLFR Members Help Another Successful Fun Run Event 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Cǳƴ wǳƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  w[Cw 
was proud to once again be able to help the event.  As in previous 
years, RLFR provides apparatus and personnel to help with traffic 
control and to help marshal the route during the event.   
 
The event is not only a major annual event in Red Lodge in late sum-
mer, but is also a major fund-raiser for local non-profit organiza-
tions, including the three areas of RLFR, fire, EMS and SAR. 
 
Sarah Ewald, a volunteer fire lieutenant with RLFR as well as a first 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9a{ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎΦ  
Thank you to everyone who participated in and/or donated to this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Cǳƴ wǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ   

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
care what you 
know, unless 
they know that 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊŜέ 

 
Unknown 
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w w w . r e d l o d g e f i r e . c o m 

Medical Corner - Synthetic Drugs - Kyle Starr, CCEMT-P 

A disturbing trend continues to grow nationwide in which persons are being injured 
and killed by the use of synthetic drugs meant to mimic the effects of marijuana 
and other illegal drugs.  Synthetic drugs are packaged and labeled in a manner 
which allows them to be sold over-the-counter (OTC), frequently in college town 
άƘŜŀŘ ǎƘƻǇǎέΦ   
 
Hospitals report a wide array of symptoms from the use of these substances, from 

labored breathing and tachycardia to hallucinations, extreme paranoia and delusional behavior.  According to one study, at least 
nine people committed suicide in 2010 after using these products.  Symptoms can last from hours to days. 
 
aŀǊƪŜǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀǎ άYнέΣ ά{ǇƛŎŜέΣ άtǳǊǇƭŜ ²ŀǾŜέ ŀƴŘ ά.ƭƛǎǎέ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴέΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ōǳȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ άǿƛƴƪΣ ǿƛƴƪέ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎȅƴǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŘǊǳƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ is 
simulated pot, though users say the high more resembles that of a stimulant such as LSD or cocaine than a depressant such as 
pot. 
 
At the current pace, hospital admission for the use of these substances is likely to increase five-fold by the end of 2011, a rate 
ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 59! ǎŎǊŀƳōƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƛǘ ƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ 59! Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǘƭŀǿ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƘŜmi-
cals commonly found in the synthetic pot, though manufacturers are quick to reformulate, often changing formulas to within one 
molecule to stay within legal boundaries.   
 
The synthetic marijuana consists of dried plant material that has been sprayed with one of several chemical compounds, most of 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ /ƭŜƳǎƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΦ   
 
Poison control centers are reporting a sharp increase in calls regarding synthetic drugs, set to quadruple over the calls received in 
2010.  Most calls come from physicians who are treating patients in emergency departments who have admitted to using the 
substances.  The most common treatment is IV fluids and sedation, which reduces blood pressure and heart rate, keeping the 
patient calmer until their body can metabolize and eliminate the substance from the body naturally.  
 
DEA Agent Gary Boggs warns people that these substances are not regulated and users have no idea of the exact ingredients and 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴƎŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǇƻǘΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘ ŀǎ άōŀǘƘ ǎŀƭǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ names 
ƭƛƪŜ άtǳǊǇƭŜ ²ŀǾŜέ ŀƴŘ ά.ƭƛǎǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎƴƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƪŜŘΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜǘƘŀƳǇƘŜǘŀƳƛƴŜΣ ƘŜǊƻƛƴ 
and cocaine.  EMS providers need  to be aware of these products and the symptoms that they can cause, and must be prepared 
to deal with those symptoms. 

EMS Equipment Update 

¶ A71 and A73 have new flashlights installed in the 
cab.  They are the new 5.11 Light for Life that uses 
capacitors rather than batteries.  They charge to a 
full charge in 90 seconds and have a run time of 
one hour.  There is also a third light installed in 
the medical supply room that can be taken for 
general use, just remember to return it to the 
charger when done. 

¶ We have purchased enough of the new MAT tour-
niquets to place one in each Thomas pack.  They 
are located in the outer front compartment 
where the manual suction devices are carried. 

¶ There are now laptop computers in A71, A73 and 
M71 for use in completing patient care reports.  
There is also a desktop computer at BBC for our 
use in the consult room, which they have allowed 
ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ t/wΩǎΦ  
The privacy also makes a good debriefing spot. 

New Command 72 

The Ford Expedition that 
served RLFR faithfully for 
many years will be formally 
replaced soon.  A new Ford 
F150 pickup was purchased 
by Rural Fire District #7 from 
Beartooth Ford to replace 
the aging Expedition, which 
has been experiencing a 
plethora of mechanical prob-

lems as of lately due to years of heavy-duty use.  The Expedition was 
actually due to be replaced several years ago, but we were able to keep 
the Expedition in service for a few more years.   
 
Radio equipment and emergency warning devices still need to be in-
ǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  IŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎƪǳǇΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ƙŀǳƭ 
things will be beneficial to the department, such as hauling hose back 
from a fire scene.  It will be a great vehicle that will serve the needs of 
the department for years to come.   
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Emergency Responses 

 

Mon 10/3 Fire Association Business Meeting 1900-2200 RL Station 
Wed 10/5 9a{ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ  1730-1930 RL Station 
Mon 10/10 Fire Training - TBA   1900-2200 RL Station 
Mon  10/17 Fire Training - TBA   1900-2200 RL Station 
Wed 10/19 EMS Training - TBA   1900-2100 RL Station 
Mon  10/24 CƛǊŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ  1900-2200 RL Station 
Wed 10/26 EMS Association Meeting  1900-2200 RL Station 

¶ EMS members, there are now Titan devices in A71 and A73.  They are heavy-duty canvas with handles and can be used for 
moving bariatric or any other patient.  They are in the compartment with the stair chairs.   

¶ All members, please remember that after returning from a call or training, if your apparatus is dirty, wash it.  With a full crew, 
it only takes a few minutes to put it back in service properly. 

¶ EMS members, there is a binder in the bin on the wall by the ambulance bay that has the rig check log, as well as extra rig 
check sheets.  Most importantly, in it you will also find inventory lists for the Thomas pack, pediatric Thomas pack, blue and 
orange oxygen cases, C-spine bags, IV roll, etc.  This way we can better ensure consistency among all of our packs / kits.   

¶ Apparatus operators, we should already be doing this, but as we approach the cold months, be sure that you drain the pumps 
on the engines after calls before parking the apparatus in the station (and to close the drains when done).   

¶ All members, if you are going to be leaving a vehicle at the station for an extended length of time (more than one day), please 
park on the west side of the station, this way we leave ample parking for volunteers coming in to the station for emergency 
responses to park.  Anytime your vehicle is going to be at the station when you are not, leave your keys in your mailbox so 
that the duty officer can move it to facilitate snow removal, etc.   

Upcoming Meetings / Trainings 

 

Fire Calls 
8 

EMS Calls 
20 

May 

 

Fire Calls 
13 

EMS Calls 
63 

June 

 

Fire Calls 
24 

EMS Calls 
67 

July 

 

Fire Calls 
19 

EMS Calls 
47 

August 

2011 EMS Call Total 

331 
Through 9/23/11 

2011 Fire Call Total 

86 
Through 9/23/11 

RLFR personnel work a rollover crash on Hwy 212 on June 17th 

Tailboard 

2011 Fall EMT Class 

There will be an EMT-Basic class starting in 
the next 45 days.  It will be in a new format.  
The lecture is on CD, which students listen 
to on their own.  They will also complete the 
workbook on their own.  They will come in 
on Saturdays to do skills and take exams /
quizzes.  There are about 10 persons signed 
up who wish to volunteer with RLFR. 


